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What is the Census? 

According to Article 1, Section 2 of the 
Constitution...

“[An] Enumeration shall be made within three 
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of 
the United States, and within every subsequent 
Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall 
by Law direct.”



What is the Census?
A constitutionally mandated headcount by the federal 
government to be taken every 10 years & counts each 
person living in the U.S.

The Census collects/asks for the following information:

○ Name
○ Age
○ Birth
○ Race
○ Ethnicity
○ Sex
○ Relationship to person responding
○ Number in household (even non-family)



Why Does the Census Matter?
Census 2020 will determine the political power distribution until 2030

Representation Funding Policy
● Congressional 

apportionment and 
redistricting

● State 
Representation in 
the House

● 2020: California is 
at-risk of losing a 
seat in the House

● Medicaid
● SNAP
● Foster Care
● Education Programs
● Child Welfare 

Programs
● Affordable Housing
● Job Training
● Transportation
● Programs for Seniors 

and Veterans
● Head Start 
● School Lunches

● Public policies 
use Census data

● Enforce laws, 
regulations, and 
policies against 
discrimination





Why Does the Census Matter?
Census 2020 will determine the political power distribution until 2030

Representation Funding Policy
● Congressional 

apportionment and 
redistricting

● State 
Representation in 
the House

● 2020: California is 
at-risk of losing a 
seat in the House

● Medicaid
● SNAP
● Foster Care
● Education Programs
● Child Welfare 

Programs
● Affordable Housing
● Job Training
● Transportation
● Programs for Seniors 

and Veterans
● Head Start 
● School Lunches

● Public policies 
use Census data

● Enforce laws, 
regulations, and 
policies against 
discrimination





Why Does the Census Matter?
Census 2020 will determine the political power distribution until 2030

Representation Funding Policy
● Congressional 

apportionment and 
redistricting

● State 
Representation in 
the House

● 2020: California is 
at-risk of losing a 
seat in the House

● Medicaid
● SNAP
● Foster Care
● Education Programs
● Child Welfare 

Programs
● Affordable Housing
● Job Training
● Transportation
● Programs for Seniors 

and Veterans
● Head Start 
● School Lunches

● Public policies 
use Census data

● Enforce laws, 
regulations, and 
policies against 
discrimination



Policy Example:
Voting Rights Act of 1965



Barriers to Overcome

○ 2020 Specific:

■ Digital Literacy
■ Internet Access
■ Linguistic Access

○ Confidentiality
○ Census undercount

■ Hard-to-Count Populations



Hard-to-Count Populations
○ Young children
○ College students
○ Highly mobile persons
○ Racial and ethnic minorities
○ Non-English speakers
○ Low-income persons
○ Persons experiencing homelessness
○ Undocumented immigrants
○ LGBTQ persons
○ Persons with mental or physical disabilities
○ Persons living in non-traditional housing



Think, Pair, Share

Why wouldn’t these populations be willing or 
able to participate in the Census? What makes 

them hard-to-count?





Census Timeline



Where do I fill out the Census?
● Self-Response Period (starts in March)

● Invitation to respond mailed out
● Internet: 2020census.gov
● Phone available in 12 languages

● Census Action Kiosks
● Public spaces, like libraries, city hall, recreation 

and park centers, etc.

● Non-response Follow-Up Period (starts in May)
● Mail/Paper Form
● Census Enumerators



Go to: 2020census.gov





What can YOU do?
1. Fill out the Census for your household or ensure                                

someone in your household fills it out

2. Tell others about the importance of the Census & encourage participation
○ Be the “Trusted Messenger” 
○ Be an advocate for yourself and your community 
○ Incorporate information into community events

3. Speak on issues or concerns that the Census will impact that your 
intended audience will care about
○ Frame the Census as relevant and impact on their everyday life 

4. Let community members know ways they can get language assistance

5. Volunteer for organizations providing questionnaire assistance 



Myth or Fact?
The Census will include a question about citizenship. 

MYTH: Despite the current administration’s attempts, 
there will be no question asking about citizenship 
status and undocumented and other non-citizen 
residents should still complete the Census.



Myth or Fact?
The Census will never ask for donations, credit card 
information, or social security number.

FACT: The Census will not ask for any of these. You 
can also verify Census workers are legitimate 
through the Census Bureau’s website. 



Myth or Fact?
If you fill out the census, any government agency and 
your landlord will have access to your personal 
information. 

MYTH: Only aggregate (not personal) level data is 
released to other government institutions - it is illegal 
for any Census Employee to share any personal data. 



Myth or Fact?
The person filling out the Census is required to write 
down each individual’s full name on the form. 

MYTH: You can actually just put “Person 1, Person 2, 
etc.” if you are concerned about privacy. 



Myth or Fact?
You can use a cross street if you don’t have a current 
street address.

FACT: Also, if you have moved recently use the 
address you lived in on April 1st.



Census Resources
○ Census.LACity.org

■ Social media toolkit

○ CountUsIn2020.org

○ 2020CensusEngagement.org
■ Other UCLA campaigns: high schools, college students, LGBTQ 

folks, community colleges, first-generation and undocumented 
students

○ Census Goodwill Ambassador program (for 18+)
■ City of LA recruit volunteers to assist with outreach 

census.lacity.org/outreach-resources/volunteer

○ Finding a location to host a community event for 25+ people 
contact Mayor.LAcensus2020@lacity.org 

https://census.lacity.org/outreach-resources/volunteer
mailto:Mayor.LAcensus2020@lacity.org



